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3      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  All right.  First up,

4 we have Oak Ridge Park.  We have a rep.

5      MR. ROSTAMI:  Good evening.  Vahid

6 Rostami from Atzl, Nasher and Zigler.  So as

7 you know, Oak Ridge is for reapproval.  So

8 the approval that we had last.

9      So the plan essentially remains the same

10 except for some minor grading that we

11 discussed in the workshop, so we applied that

12 minor changes.  But the four new lots remain

13 pretty much the same.  Same bulk table.  And

14 so we're here for public hearing and if you

15 have questions.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  All right.  I'll make

17 a motion to open the public hearing.  Yes.

18      MR. VARGAS:  Could I say a few words,

19 just before?

20      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Sure.

21      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Speak into the

22 mic, please.

23      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.

24      MR. VARGAS:  Yes.  Jose Vargas, owner of

25 the project.  As you already know, I have had
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2 a lot of frustration and a lot of problems

3 with the utility companies to this day.  And

4 it's been 13, more than 13 months since I

5 applied to Orange and Rockland to get my gas

6 and my electric that goes underground.  To

7 this day, the only thing that Orange and

8 Rockland has done is install a pole.

9      In the meantime, for about 12 months

10 now, I have inconvenienced the neighborhood

11 in having basically an open road because we

12 have not been able to get Orange and Rockland

13 to do their side of -- all the things have

14 been paid.  We're just waiting on them.  And

15 the place looks like a mess because I have

16 not been able to finish the road because in

17 order for me to finish the road, I need

18 Orange and Rockland to put their services,

19 which are all fully paid for.  And I keep

20 getting the runaround.

21      And if the neighbors are upset, I

22 understand.  I just want to make it clear

23 that it is not up to me.  If it was up to me,

24 the road would have been finished and done in

25 two months.  That was the timeframe that I
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2 had.

3      The water is in, finally.  Sewers are

4 in, because we did -- with the water we

5 installed and the sewers we installed, but

6 Orange and Rockland is out of my control.  I

7 had to apply for a lawsuit to them.  And

8 that's the only reason why that pole is

9 there.  And it's been three weeks since the

10 pole was installed, and they haven't come

11 back yet to finish the job.  So I just want

12 to make that clear to the neighbors.

13      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.  And it's just

14 a service pole with a hot box on it?  Is that

15 all it is?

16      MR. VARGAS:  Well, the boxes, they

17 installed the box, but they needed to change

18 the actual pole to the other side of the

19 street, which they did.  Now they need to

20 transfer all the cables over to that new pole

21 and eliminate the old pole.  There are

22 actually two poles that need to come up.  But

23 that has not happened.

24      I have the Cablevision and Verizon that

25 are waiting on them so they can move their
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2 cables over as well, and then go on the

3 ground.  In the meantime, the site looks like

4 a mess because we have not been able to

5 finish.

6      One of the houses is 95 percent

7 complete, but without utilities.  And it's

8 already been sold to a local Stony Point,

9 Stony Point resident which already sold their

10 house.  And they're just waiting for that,

11 the house to be finished.  But without

12 utilities, nothing can be done.

13      And the other three houses have been

14 sold in the course of this one year.  But of

15 course, since I have not been able to

16 deliver, everyone has backed out, rightfully

17 so.

18      So I'm trying to do my best to get this

19 done.  And hopefully, it could be reapproved

20 today, and then I can file the map and get my

21 addresses.  Hopefully, that will move Orange

22 and Rockland to proceed.  You know, and we

23 can get this nightmare finished with.  Thank

24 you.

25      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Thanks.  Yeah, this
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2 Board doesn't have any sway over Orange and

3 Rockland.

4      MR. VARGAS:  No, I understand.  Nobody

5 does.  I called my representative.  I called

6 my local representative.  I called the state

7 commission, for complaint with them.  And

8 finally, I have to have a letter sent out

9 from my attorney to them.  And that's the

10 only reason why they acted and moved that

11 pole.  I mean, installed that new pole.  But

12 that was three weeks ago.  And I keep calling

13 them.  Yeah.

14      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  All right.  Thank

15 you.  I'll make a motion to open the public

16 hearing.

17      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Motion.

18      BOARD MEMBER ALESSI:  I'll second.

19      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I got a motion and a

20 second.  All in favor?

21      (Response of aye was given.)

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Any opposed?  All

23 right.  Public hearing is open.  Is there

24 anyone here who would like to speak on this

25 project?
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2      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Yeah.  Well, what he's

3 saying is true.

4      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Is there a sign-in

5 sheet?

6      THE CLERK:  Yes.

7      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

8      MR. SCHMOEGER:  I signed.

9      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Oh, did you?  Okay.

10 State your name and address.

11      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Donald Schmoeger.

12      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

13      MR. SCHMOEGER:  29 Jessup Lane.  There.

14 Here's the mess.  I only got that, a couple

15 here.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.

17      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Sorry.  Paint started

18 going south.

19      THE CLERK:  Thank you.

20      MR. SCHMOEGER:  If you look at that,

21 that's a wall that they dug up in.  That's

22 been that way for a year.  What I'm afraid

23 of, I got grandkids.  That's 20 feet.  I live

24 in back of it.  No gate, no nothing.  It's

25 dug in and forget it.
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2      So they play in the woods.  They do it.

3 So I tell them, don't go down there.  But

4 it's kids.

5      Next thing, you see the two poles that

6 he's talking about in all.  It's, like, way

7 down there.  O and R had six trucks up there

8 three weeks ago.  They did -- they put a pole

9 in.  They all looked around and went like

10 this.  Probably a dozen, a dozen guys in all.

11 But that's his problem.

12      My problem is there's holes there going

13 out.  There's this hole that deep.  We got to

14 maneuver.  Gravel, it's like a washing board.

15      Before the Town starts planning more,

16 let's get this done right and all like that.

17 He says, oh, it could be fixed.  If O and R

18 comes in, the road could be nice and all.  I

19 don't see it right now.

20      Number three is that, is that you've got

21 public sewers in there.  You've got four

22 houses there that don't have leads going in

23 if they want to choose a sewer.  We pay half

24 the bill while you're on the Planning Board

25 saying, well, you've got to put at least a
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2 spur in.  Why didn't they do that?  That's

3 how I knew, you know.  So let's back up

4 before we start improving more stuff.  Let's

5 get this settled in first.

6      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Is there any way you

7 can fill this potholes?  You got a load of

8 gravel.  You can fill that in.

9      MR. VARGAS:  Yeah, absolutely.  We've

10 done it, we've done it at least five or more

11 times over this one-year period.  But it

12 rains.

13      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Right.

14      MR. VARGAS:  And then we're back again

15 to square one.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.  Yeah, if you

17 can keep that road in a --

18      MR. VARGAS:  Sure.

19      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  -- condition, I think

20 that --

21      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Well, that pothole has

22 been there for three, three weeks.  I know.

23 I live there.  I go out every day.  Twice,

24 three times a day.

25      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
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2      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Another problem is

3 blocking the road.  They're not supposed to

4 block the road.  There's people that live up

5 in there that needs medical, quick sometimes,

6 in all.

7      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Up on Jessup?

8      MR. SCHMOEGER:  On Jessup.

9      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Above this?

10      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Above us, in all.  And

11 my daughter was coming, my granddaughter was

12 coming up to, to, from school.  She gets

13 dropped off there.  She'd come in.  And the

14 guy was down there doing something, she said.

15 And she was, let's go on and go pass through.

16 The guy says, you can't go.  You've got to

17 find another way.  Instead of just taking her

18 hand or letting her go, she had to go up, up

19 on, and then walk down there.  That's all

20 right, you know, but when we can't go.  They

21 keep blocking the road.

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  They?

23      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Contractors.  Machines.

24 Dump trucks.  Loading equipment on load,

25 equipment off, in all.
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2      A couple times, my garbage wasn't even

3 picked up.  Guy pulls in, saw a lot, and he

4 goes away.  He's got a route.

5      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Right.

6      MR. SCHMOEGER:  You know.  Like I said,

7 let him build whatever he wants to build, but

8 let's get this thing done first.

9      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Right.

10      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Get the road in.  You're

11 supposed -- I thought if there's a big

12 development, you're supposed to put all the

13 utilities in first.  Have the blacktop at

14 least on it.  Then you start building it.

15 He's got houses built already and the

16 roadwork isn't even done.

17      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Well, I think they

18 were permitted for one during the initial

19 phase, if I'm not mistaken.  So that's within

20 his right.

21      MR. VARGAS:  That's shame on us.

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  As far as the rest of

23 what's going on up there, John, is that

24 something -- I mean, who do we need to talk

25 to to make sure this is --
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2      MR. HAGER:  That would be --

3      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  -- satisfactory?

4      MR. HAGER:  The contractor is

5 responsible for that.  And we've had several

6 conversations.

7      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

8      MR. HAGER:  Conditions that he's

9 reported now have been reported to our

10 office.

11      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

12      MR. HAGER:  And we'll address those.

13 And the contractor has been pretty

14 responsive.  You know, it's probably a daily

15 thing if they have to block the road

16 temporarily.

17      MR. SCHMOEGER:  But sometimes it's not

18 temporary, John.  It's not.  I live there.

19 You don't live there.  I live there.

20      MR. HAGER:  I understand that.  They've

21 been instructed to make sure that if there's

22 an emergency vehicle --

23      MR. SCHMOEGER:  As I talked --

24      PUBLIC SPEAKER:  Right there sometimes.

25      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  What about some of
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2 these hazards that he's talking about?

3      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Yeah.  20 feet.  And

4 when you start building walls, aren't you

5 supposed to put fabric against the bank and

6 start putting gravel in, then put the rock.

7 Done, right?

8      MR. HAGER:  As far as I know, there's no

9 wall planned there.

10      MR. SCHMOEGER:  I don't see no rock and

11 no gravel on that wall.

12      MR. HAGER:  I don't know what wall

13 you're talking about.  They haven't

14 constructed the wall.

15      MR. SCHMOEGER:  That wall.

16      MR. HAGER:  That wall is not on the

17 plans.  I just asked the engineer tonight, if

18 there's a wall plan there, show me the plans,

19 such as a rock line slope.  So.

20      MR. SCHMOEGER:  That wall goes right to

21 my property.  They can't put no slope in.

22      MR. HAGER:  Our engineer is not

23 available tonight, so that's something he'll

24 have to address.

25      MR. VARGAS:  Could I answer that?  Could
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2 I answer that?

3      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Yes.

4      MR. VARGAS:  The wall --

5      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Speak into the

6 mic, please.

7      MR. VARGAS:  That wall is right before

8 the boulders that are there, are temporarily

9 being put there to prevent anything.  That is

10 not a final wall because we have to cut into

11 the side of the wall there.  I'm sorry, the

12 dirt, in order for the road to be able to

13 have the right width.  And so that's

14 temporary.  That is --

15      MR. SCHMOEGER:  The back of that bank,

16 the back of that bank, I measured it from the

17 stake.  It is right to my property.  You

18 can't go to my property.

19      MR. VARGAS:  Of course.

20      MR. SCHMOEGER:  All right.

21      MR. VARGAS:  So that wall will be built

22 in accordance with all the rules and

23 regulations.

24      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  Just have a

25 question, if it's another wall, it's a
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2 stabilized boulder slope.

3      MR. VARGAS:  It's just a boulder,

4 boulder.

5      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  It's not like a

6 block wall.

7      MR. VARGAS:  No, no.  It's boulders.

8      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  It's actually a

9 large boulder, but.

10      MR. SCHMOEGER:  How long is 20-foot

11 cliff?  You walk right off and you're down on

12 boulders now.  There's no safety.  Up there,

13 there's zero safety.  No hard hats.  No

14 glasses.  No nothing.  These guys are out of

15 control.  Up, up, up.  Up, up there.

16      How I know all this, I work in a power,

17 power plant company.  I was a planner and I

18 was a supervisor.  Safety every day,

19 everything.  So I worked for 30 years.  Up

20 there, they'd be all fired by now if they

21 were in my end.

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  How often are

23 inspections done?  And I know that's probably

24 not part of our inspection process, but can

25 we step up inspections up there?
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2      MR. HAGER:  Yeah, this is there today.

3 I try to go there as often as I can.  The

4 engineer gets on it once a week when he's in

5 town.

6      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  If there's an injury

7 up there.

8      MR. HAGER:  Well, the Town's not

9 responsible --

10      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Oh, yeah.

11      MR. HAGER:  -- if it was true to safety.

12      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  That -- yeah.

13 You'd have to get OSHA up there.  That's not

14 our responsibility to enforce PPE.

15      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Right, right.

16      MR. SCHMOEGER:  I'm not saying that.

17 But that's what I'm saying.  Here you are.

18 You're approving more.  Why are you going to

19 approve this until this is done and put it to

20 bed?

21      MR. HAGER:  We're not approving more.

22 It's a reapproval.

23      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  The project was

24 approved already.

25      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Well, reapprove whatever
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2 you want.  But you've got to step back and

3 look at it because it's not locked.  You have

4 people up there that live all their lives in

5 all.  Half of you guys haven't been up here

6 as long as me.  Probably none of you, really.

7      BOARD MEMBER BIEHLE:  I have.

8      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  I have.

9      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  I have.  I've

10 been here since --

11      MR. SCHMOEGER:  How long?

12      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  '64.

13      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  '67.

14      MR. SCHMOEGER:  72 years.

15      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Counting by 30.

16      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Any more?  Huh?

17      BOARD MEMBER BIEHLE:  65 years.

18      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Charlie Rose, 85 years.

19      BOARD MEMBER BIEHLE:  And the other

20 thing also, OSHA doesn't have any

21 jurisdiction over residential.  That's

22 commercial.  Just so you know.

23      MR. SCHMOEGER:  Yeah.  I know.

24      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I'm in the commercial

25 business.  I would be more active in the job
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2 site, to oversight.

3      MR. VARGAS:  We have.  And there is

4 nothing that we can do.  Nothing, believe me,

5 that will satisfy this gentleman.  Nothing.

6      BOARD MEMBER ALESSI:  Mr. Vargas, what

7 is O and R telling you?  Are they just backed

8 up, or is there conditions that haven't been

9 satisfied?  I don't know.

10      MR. VARGAS:  No.  I finally smartened up

11 and CCed John O'Rourke, the engineer, and

12 Mary on the emails -- I think I don't have

13 yours -- on the emails so they can have that

14 string of emails.

15      Right now, what they're doing is not

16 picking up my phone calls, not answering my

17 emails, not answering my texts.  Before, the

18 answer was that that pole that needed to be

19 moved belonged to Verizon, and they were

20 working with Verizon to get the pole moved.

21      When I threatened the lawsuit, this has

22 been going on since September.  When I

23 threatened the lawsuit in March of this

24 year -- no, in April, then within three days,

25 they said they took ownership of that pole.
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2 I should have called Verizon myself, which --

3 because they don't have an office in Rockland

4 County.  Eventually, I asked them, who are

5 you speaking with in Verizon that doesn't

6 give you the authorization?  They wouldn't

7 give me that information.

8      Eventually, I called myself and was able

9 to speak with someone who said we've never

10 been contacted by anyone.  And last time at

11 the TAC meeting two months ago, I said that I

12 would start this lawsuit because I was not

13 getting anything from Orange and Rockland.  I

14 called up there.

15      Everything under the sun that I could

16 possibly do, I have done.  If this road and

17 project would have been finished before

18 December, before October of last year, and no

19 headaches for myself nor the neighborhood.

20 But everything is out of my control.  Right

21 now, they're just not answering me.

22      And so what I did, I had one -- the only

23 house that has been built that's already been

24 sold, I gave the phone number to all the

25 people that are responsible in Orange and
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2 Rockland to the buyer.  So he's calling them.

3 So I don't know what else to do, other than

4 just proceed with the lawsuit again because

5 since they moved the pole, I thought that

6 they were working on it, and now everything

7 will be just fine, and I stopped the lawsuit.

8      So everything went back to -- supposedly

9 Tuesday last week, I got an answer from

10 Carla.  And she said Tuesday and Wednesday

11 this week, they were supposed to be doing all

12 the electric work, putting in all the wires

13 underneath.  They didn't show up.  And I've

14 been texting and calling and emailing, and no

15 response.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I can understand that

17 a little bit.  I mean, maybe because of the

18 weather, you're digging in the rain, in the

19 mud.

20      MR. VARGAS:  Tuesday, there was

21 sunshine.

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  But I can't

23 understand that they didn't get in touch with

24 you.

25      MR. VARGAS:  But that's -- exactly.  So
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2 right now, I cannot tell you when they're

3 coming back.  I finished the house inside

4 because the buyer is impatient.  And the

5 other bathrooms, kitchens, everything is

6 finished.

7      MR. HONAN:  It's a public hearing.  So

8 we'll need to hear from the applicant.  Let's

9 get the people who need to be speaking, and

10 then we'll move this along.

11      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  All right, thanks.

12 All right.

13      MR. SCHMOEGER:  All right.

14      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  More?

15      MR. SCHMOEGER:  No, that's it.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.  Thank you very

17 much.  Appreciate it.  Anyone else to speak

18 on Oak Ridge?  Anyone else to speak on Oak

19 Ridge?  Last time, anyone else to speak on

20 Oak Ridge?

21      All right.  I make a motion to close the

22 public hearing.

23      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Second.

24      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I got a motion and a

25 second.  All in favor?
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2      (Response of aye was given.)

3      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Any opposed?  All

4 right, motion carries.  All right.  Thank you

5 very much for that.

6      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Thanks.

7      MR. VARGAS:  Thank you.

8      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  We got the okay from

9 -- oh, Max.  We need to reaffirm the prior

10 SEQRA on this?

11      MR. STACH:  Yeah.  So, I mean

12 substantively, there are no changes to the

13 subdivision.  The only thing that's changing

14 from the approved plan, I believe, has to do

15 with the driveway from Ms. Mason.  Is that

16 correct, Vahid?

17      MR. ROSTAMI:  Yes.  We made some changes

18 to the driveway for Lot 5.

19      MR. STACH:  Right.  So yes, this would

20 be covered in the original SEQR for the

21 approval.

22      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

23      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  That was just

24 making it a little narrower and fitting that

25 box in there.
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2      MR. ROSTAMI:  Yes.  We made it as built

3 for the same box, full and prepared to come

4 to the version, and then made it work

5 basically, is why we did that.

6      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  And it's all

7 reflected on the site plan?

8      MR. ROSTAMI:  Yes.  It's all there.

9      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  All right.  Does, or

10 do any of the Board Members have any

11 questions or comments at this point?

12      All right.  I guess I'll make a motion

13 to accept or reaffirm the prior SEQR.

14      BOARD MEMBER JASLOW:  I'll make a

15 motion.

16      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I got a motion and a

17 second.  All in favor?

18      (Response of aye was given.)

19      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Any opposed?  Okay.

20 The prior SEQR is carrying on, I guess.  What

21 next?

22      MR. HONAN:  You can authorize me to

23 prepare a resolution for next meeting.

24      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I'll make a motion to

25 authorize a resolution.
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1             Proceedings

2      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  I'll second.

3      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  I got a motion and a

4 second.  All in favor?

5      (Response of aye was given.)

6      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Any opposed?  All

7 right, Steve.

8      MR. HONAN:  Thank you.

9      BOARD MEMBER PURCELL:  Thanks, Steve.

10      CHAIRMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.  Okay.  I

11 think that's it for Oak Ridge.  Thank you,

12 Vahid.

13

14                 oOo

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1                  Proceedings

2

3     THE FOREGOING IS CERTIFIED to be a true

4 and correct transcription of the original

5 stenographic minutes to the best of my ability.

6

7

8                     ____________________________
                        Jennifer L. Johnson

9
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